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all ranks; men moved as if on the barrack
square, deployed into line, and opened inde-
pendent fire. The waves of fierce Dervishes
broke and fell before such rock-like steadiness.
By 11.15 a-m- &e brave Dervishes were
utterly defeated. The Khalifa with scattered
followers had taken to flight. The Black Flag
hung over a heap of warriors faithful unto
death.
The Sirdar's object had been successfully
attained, for the enemy had been driven away
clear of the city. The cavalry followed to keep
up the pressure, but their horses were cooked
and they only picked up some unimportant
stragglers. After re-forming and resting his
men till 2 p.m. Kitchener led the way into the
city, followed by the Black Flag, which was
carried by an orderly.
The victory cost little. 3 British officers
were killed and 17 wounded. Of the other
ranks 45 (25 British) were killed and just under
450 wounded, a total casualty list of 500.
Among the enemy the slaughter had been
terrible; over 10,000 dead were counted; still
more had been wounded; 5,000 prisoners re-
mained in our hands. The power of the
Khalifa was completely shattered.